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County Councillor Report for Parishes December 2020 - Cllr Anna Bradnam 
 

Anglian Water – Wastewater Treatment Centre – relocation 
Having identified three possible sites for the relocated wastewater treatment centre, Anglian Water 
held their Phase One public consultation between 8 July and 14 September. Residents rightly 
identified this was the time to raise concerns about the sites. Since then AW have been considering 
the responses received and on 25 Nov issued a Summary Report (booklet) which was delivered to 
homes in the affected areas. The report can also be found here Document Library – Cambridge Waste 
Water Treatment Plant Relocation Project (cwwtpr.com) at the bottom of the list. Anglian Water will select 
the site in late January 2021 and will then hold a Phase Two consultation in Summer/Autumn 2021. Phase 
Three consultation will take place in 2022 with a submission for the Development Consent Order being made 
in 2022/23. The planning process incorporates further opportunities to input your views. 
 

Waterbeach to Cambridge ‘Better’ Public Transport 
The Greater Cambridge Partnership has alarmed residents of Waterbeach by proposing ‘areas of interest’ for 
their ‘Better’ Public Transport routes, which appeared to go straight across allotments as well as threaten 
both historic and modern homes. I have delivered the GCP brochures to those who had not received them – 
the very homes the routes are most likely to effect - and object to plans which would put a fast route 
through or close to these homes, without providing any stops or benefit to the residents of Waterbeach.  
Paul van den Bulk has stated that the GCP has no wish to compulsorily purchase (i.e. demolish) properties 
but the plans have angered owners, who cannot see how the plans could be delivered without destroying 
their homes or their surroundings. The documents are here Waterbeach to Cambridge Consultation 2020 | 
Consult Cambridgeshire (engagementhq.com) on the right had side of page, if you scroll down. Complete the 
survey by midday on 14 December or email  consultations@greatercambridge.org.uk 
 

County Highways and Drains 
As in the first lockdown, a potentially significant number of County Highways staff will be redeployed to lead 
on testing and vaccination work.  They have already started prioritising services and, as staff are switched to 
the Covid Hub, they will advise Councillors how that is likely to impact Highways work in their Divisions. 
 

County ‘Report a Highways Fault’  
We have been asking why jobs are recorded as closed with no explanation. Officers said they had hoped to 
do a re-vamp of the website but this has been put on hold while staff are dealing with the pandemic.  
If there are any issues you need to report please continue to use the online web reporting system at     
Cambridge County Council - ReportIt (cambridgeshire.gov.uk). 
 
Rather drastic clearance work along the River Cam towpath has been done by the Conservators of the River 
Cam in preparation to plant new trees. If you’d like to help plant, call the Conservators 01223 863785 
 

Waterbeach - Bannold Road 
Following two site visits to Bannold Road, one with the parish council, County Highways Officer and Drainage 
Engineer and a second with the Internal Drainage Board Engineer and the District Council Awarded 
Watercourses Officer, I prepared a report for the parish council.  I hoped to consolidate all the formal advice 
about the watercourse along the north side into one document, so the parish council would have a single 
reference. I have recently sent it to the County Drainage Engineer, for his view.  
This may prove useful if the parish council ever wish to guide the owners of properties along the north side, 
concerning their riparian responsibilities for keeping the watercourse clear.  
  

Transport – Buses 
Until 2 December you should only travel for work, education or other permitted reasons.  

https://cwwtpr.com/document-library/
https://cwwtpr.com/document-library/
https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/w2c-consultation-2020
https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/w2c-consultation-2020
mailto:consultations@greatercambridge.org.uk
https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
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Following my report last month, I know residents who regularly use the bus are keen to retain a regular, 
timetabled bus service, that they can rely upon – and many would be unable to use a mobile phone app to 
hail a bus or other form of demand responsive transport. 
The normal Citi 2 bus stop at Cambridge North Railway Station will be closed from Wednesday 25th 
November until November 2022. During this closure, the Citi 2 will use a new temporary bus stop located at 
the Station Car Park, 500 metres away from the current stop. Busway services are unaffected. 
 

Transport – Cycling – Chisholm Trail Bridge 
The Abbey-Chesterton Bridge was lifted into place overnight 7/8 November. The bridge is part of the 
Chisholm Trail – a joint project between the Greater Cambridge Partnership and Cambridgeshire County 
Council – and the first phase of a pedestrian and cycle route through Cambridge. The new underpass of 
Newmarket Road will be built in Spring 2021 and it is hoped the full trail will be opened in Autumn 2021. 
However, the Highways and Transport Committee today (1 Dec) will be seeking additional s106 funding of 
£2.063m for the Abbey Chesterton Bridge through the GCP Executive Board 
 
The current and forecast financial position for the Abbey Chesterton Bridge:  

Phase/Section Approved Budget (£) Forecast contract Outturn 
(£) 

Additional Budget 
Requested (£) 

PHASE 1- Abbey 
Chesterton Bridge 

4,886,500 6,949,909 
 

2,063,409 
 

 
The officer reports says, “As part of the estimated cost at the time, risk allowances were made, including 
areas where there was considered to be uncertainty. It has now become clear to officers, however, that 
these risks were significantly underestimated in terms of the complexity of the project and that there had 
been insufficient development and design of the project before it was tendered. In hindsight, therefore, a 
later start date would have resulted in a better understanding of the full outturn cost for the project and a 
more accurate tender. This would have meant that at the time the project was presented to Members for 
approval, the cost would have been significantly higher, but that in itself, would have allowed Members of 
the Committee and the GCP Executive Board to judge the value for money of the scheme more effectively.” 
 
In short, if they had taken the time to prepare more carefully, they could have put a more accurate estimate 
to the Board in the first place. This seems like a repeat of the Ely Southern Bypass. 
 

Coronavirus - Update  
Thank you to all the village teams who have been continuing to support vulnerable people in your 
communities. Thank you too for the generous gifts of food to village and church cupboards. 
From 2 December South Cambridgeshire and most of East Anglia will be placed in Tier 2, High Alert. 
For details see Tier 2: High alert - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) In Tier 2 you must only socialise indoors with your 
own household or support bubble. Outside you can meet up to 6 people. Businesses can continue to operate 
in a Covid-secure way. Pubs must close unless they are serving substantial meals, with last orders at 10pm 
and closing at 11pm. Special arrangements for Christmas between 23 and 27 December 
Making a Christmas bubble with friends and family - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 you can form an exclusive ‘Christmas bubble’ composed of people from no more than three households 
 you can only be in one Christmas bubble 
 you cannot change your Christmas bubble 
 you can travel between tiers and UK nations for the purposes of meeting your Christmas bubble 
 you can only meet your Christmas bubble in private homes or in your garden, places of worship, or public 

outdoor spaces 
 you can continue to meet people who are not in your Christmas bubble outside your home according 

to the rules in the tier where you are staying 
 you cannot meet someone in a private dwelling who is not part of your household or Christmas bubble. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/making-a-christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-family/making-a-christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-family
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know

